
—St. Joseph Parish 2020 Advent Newsletter—
Visit our website www.MenomonieCatholic.org  

Parish Center Holiday Hours: The Parish Center will be CLOSED December 24-25 and December 31-January 1 

Mass Schedule for Christmas and Mary, Mother of God 

Thursday, December 24: 3:00 PM, 6:00 PM, 9:00 PM *There is no Children’s Mass this year 

Friday, December 25: 8:30 AM, 10:15 AM 

Saturday, December 26: 4:00 PM 

Sunday, December 27: 8:30 AM (no 10:15 Mass) 

Thursday, December 31: 5:15 PM (Mary, Mother of God) 

Friday, January 1: 9:00 AM (Mary, Mother of God) 

*Watch Mass on Facebook and our parish website. Watch live, or watch later at your 
convenience. If you are not feeling well or are traveling, you can still join us for worship online! 

We Appreciate Your Generous Giving! 
Please Note: ALL Year End Contributions must be received by 2:00 PM on Wednesday, December 30 in order to be      

deposited and counted toward 2020 giving. 

Christmas Flowers 
Call the Parish Center before noon on Wednesday,  December 16 if you would like to donate money  

towards Christmas flowers in memory of a loved one. 

http://www.MenomonieCatholic.org


2020 Advent Newsletter | Fr. Mano

Christmas or “Vaccine”-mas 

Christmas is all about baby Jesus. Every year we look for 
the joy that the baby Jesus brings. But this year is an 
exception. Do we look for baby Jesus or for a vaccine? I 
think that the whole world is hoping for the vaccine more 
than the baby Jesus. 

In the first book of Samuel, we read that the Philistines 
have proposed to send their toughest warrior against the 
Israelites' toughest warrior to settle a dispute in "single 
combat." The Philistines sent Goliath, a great warrior. 
Seeing his great stature, the Israelites were afraid to fight 
with him because no one was that strong among the 
Israelites. But a young man named David was able to kill 
Goliath with a sling and pebbles. God can do wonders 
through simple ways. 

At the time of Jesus, the Jews were expecting a Messiah. 
According to their expectation, the Messiah is a king, 
coming with his great army and conquering the Roman 
empire, relieving Jews from their slavery. But when Jesus 
came and told them that He was the Messiah and He was 
the Son of God, they were not able to accept Him. Their 
expectation was way bigger than what Jesus was. The 
Messiah should be a king but Jesus was the son of the 
poor carpenter. God doesn’t always work in the way that 
people are expecting. 

When my mother was sick five years ago, we tried to 
diagnose what was wrong with her. But all the doctors 
kept saying the same: that she was perfect, and nothing 
was wrong physically. But still she had the same pain. We 
spent a lot of money to take care of her pain, but nothing 
helped. In the meantime, we all kept praying. She 
decided to go for a healing retreat for 10 days, and she 
believed healing would happen in the retreat. After 10 
days of retreat, she still had the pain. We thought our 
prayers were not answered. Finally, one of our friends 
came to visit and my family told him everything about my 
mum. He said that his wife had the same issue, and he 
took her to a doctor and now she was fine. So we went 
to see that doctor. It was a small clinic. He gave my 
mother a pill which cost less than a penny. She takes that 
pill every day and now she is perfect. God does not 
always do the things we expect Him to do. He has his own 
plan and the only thing we have to do is do not give up 
our faith. Keep praying. Waiting in Hope.  

Happy Advent 

WE ARE HERE FOR YOU! 
Call the Parish Center at 715-232-4922: 

The Parish Center is open Monday-Friday 8 AM-4 PM. With 
the surge of Covid cases in Dunn County, we are keeping 
the number of people in the building to a minimum. 
Please call first and we will assist you over the phone, or 
help you make an appointment to stop in if needed. 
Masks are required in the building. 

The church is open 7 AM-3 PM Monday-Friday for private 
prayer (on Tuesdays the Blessed Sacrament is on the  
altar for Adoration), and is disinfected at the end of each 
day. Masks are required in the church. 

Stay connected: Are you unable to access the weekly  
bulletin online? Contact the Parish Center and we will 
mail the bulletin to your home. Especially now when 
many of us are limiting our interactions, we want you to 
know what’s happening at the parish! 

A Message from Bishop Callahan 

As Covid-19 numbers continue to rise, 
Bishop Callahan recently reached out 
to pastors to ask for continued      
vigilance in implementing the safety 
guidelines he set in the spring.  

He has continued the dispensation from attending Mass. 
He reminds us that masks are required in the church, as 
well as limited numbers and physical distancing. And if 
you are not feeling well he asks you to stay home and 
pray with us virtually.  

Thank you everyone for following these guidelines at   
St. Joe’s, and thank you again to all of the volunteers 
who dedicate their time to ensure we are doing all we 
can so that we can safely continue having Mass in      
person. 



December Calendar 
Of Events 

Masks and Physical Distancing are Required in the Church 

Opportunities for Confession: There will not be a      
communal Reconciliation Service during Advent this 

year. Instead, Fr. Mano will be available weekly to hear 
confessions Tuesday-Thursday at 11:30 AM, Friday at 8:30 
AM and Saturday at 3:00 PM. Or call the Parish Center to 

set up a time to meet with him. 

Monday-Friday (when the Parish Center is open) 
8:00 AM-3:00 PM: Church open for private prayer 

Tuesday, December 1st, 8th, 15th & 22nd 
8:00 AM-3:00 PM: Adoration in the church 

Tuesday, December 8th Immaculate Conception 
9:00 AM: Mass 

5:15 PM: Mass 

Sunday, December 20th 
11:15 AM: Christmas Decorating after Mass. All are     
welcome to help decorate the church for Christmas. 

The Parish Center will be closed  
December 24-25 and December 31-January 1. 

Merry Christmas & Blessings  
for a Happy New Year! 

Thursday, December 24th* 
3:00 PM: Christmas Mass 
6:00 PM: Christmas Mass 
9:00 PM: Christmas Mass 
*Following physical distancing guidelines, there will not be a special 
Children’s Christmas Mass this year.

Friday,  December 25th 
8:30 AM: Christmas Mass 

10:15 AM: Christmas Mass 

Saturday, December 26th 
4:00 PM: Mass  

Sunday, December 27th 
8:30 AM: Mass (no 10:15 Mass) 

Mary, Mother of God  
5:15 PM December 31: Vigil Mass 
9:00 AM January 1: Holy Day Mass 

Our Mass numbers continue to be limited please call the 
Parish Center to RSVP for Christmas and Holy Day Masses. 

Parish Opportunities & Calendar of Events 

Eucharistic Adoration in Church | Every Tuesday 
  Eucharistic Adoration takes place every Tuesday. 

 Stop by the church any time from 8 AM-3 PM 
 (with a break for noon Mass) to spend quiet 

    time in prayer. The Monstrance will be on the   
 altar—social distancing guidelines will be followed 
 and masks will be required. Come when you can, 

   stay as long as you would like. 

Snow Days/Inclement Weather Policy 
St. Joseph Parish Center will close, and 
school will be cancelled if the School 

District of Menomonie declares a snow 
day, or early release day. (School closings 

are posted on a variety of local TV and 
radio stations). Scheduled Masses will be 
held as usual– the church will be locked 

until an hour before Mass, and Tuesday’s 
Table will not serve a meal if it’s Tuesday. 

Leaders for other parish and school 
ministries and activities: It is suggested 

that all meetings and activities be 
cancelled as the Parish Center is closed. 

The Diocese of La Crosse is offering a free online Parish    
Mission for Advent called Preparing for the Birth of the 
Christ Child through the Eyes of St. Joseph. The four 
presentations (each 30-40 minutes) will be available to 
watch online at diolc.org/advent. Watch on your      
computer or device when it’s convenient for you! If 
you’d like to discuss and process the presentations with 
others, contact Pam at the Parish Center to sign-up for a 
Zoom discussion group that will meet December 3, 10, 
17 and 22 from 7:00-7:30 PM. 

Weekly Presenter and Topic 
Week 1 (November 29): Msgr. Joseph Diermeier,      
St. Joseph: The Man Selected by God to be Closest to 
Mary and to Jesus 
Week 2 (December 6): Msgr. Joseph Hirsch,      
Joseph and Mary: A Holy Love Story 
Week 3 (December 13): Fr. Woodrow Pace,      
That Holy Night, Through Joseph’s Eyes 
Week 4 (December 20): Bishop Callahan,  
Joseph, Son of David... You are to Give Him the      
Name Jesus 



The Joey Journal     Advent, 2020 

PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 
We are off to a great start in this      
unusual year. Students -and teachers- 
have done a great job of wearing 
masks and keeping physical distance 
without complaint!  

Though many events have been      
canceled, and we are not able to      
welcome parents and volunteers into 
the building, we were able to have our 
annual food and money drive for   
Stepping Stones of Dunn County. The 
sixth grade students coordinate this 
project every year. They design and 
display posters throughout the school 
and find boxes and money containers 
for every classroom. Donations were 
collected through November 23, and 
$540.00 plus 153 pounds of food 
were delivered to Stepping Stones!

Every Tuesday from 8 AM-3 PM there is 
Adoration in the church. Classes take 
turns throughout the month spending 
time at church and silently praying 
with Jesus. Anyone is welcome to 
stop by during the day. Please note 
that masks and physical distancing are 
required. 

This year I am thankful for many 
things, mainly our wonderful parish 
and school families, students, staff, 
and teachers at St. Joe’s. Thank you 
for all you do for our students and our 
school, it is greatly appreciated. I am 
so blessed to be able to be a part of 
the education of our students every 
day.  

Wishes for a blessed Advent, and a 
very Merry Christmas from all of us at 
St. Joe’s School! 

Mrs. Shane 
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The Annual Envelope Fundraiser for St. Joseph 
School is going  VIRTUAL! Instead of picking an      
envelope off the display and giving that amount—
YOU CHOOSE YOUR OWN ENVELOPE NUMBER      

BETWEEN 1 AND 200! There are TWO easy ways to give: 

1. DONATE ONLINE BY FILLING OUT THE FORM AT  https://
tinyurl.com/sjenvelopefundraiser. Click SUBMIT and follow
the link to donate online or send a check, OR

2. FILL OUT THE SLIP BELOW and return it with your donation
to the Parish Center by mail, in the weekly school packet, in
the Mass collection or in the collection bins at the church
entrances. St. Joe’s students and staff appreciate your
participation and donation!

St. Joe’s School plants the seeds of faith, hope, and love of God, 
oneself, friends, family and everyone else along the way. It     
promotes success in all students do and prepares them for 
life’s exciting journeys. Tuition at St. Joe’s does not cover the 
entire cost of a child’s education. Your donation to this      
fundraiser helps to cover the additional costs and support our 
school. THANK YOU FOR YOUR  SUPPORT! 

—Fundraiser runs through Sunday, December 20, 2020— 

I/We chose envelope # 

NAME: 

ADDRESS: 

PHONE: 

EMAIL: 

Thank You! Please return this slip with your donation

2020 VIRTUAL ENVELOPE FUNDRAISER 

—Mark Your Calendar— 
December 23-January 1 

Christmas Break, No School 
January 31-February 6 
Catholic Schools Week 

https://tinyurl.com/sjenvelopefundraiser
https://tinyurl.com/sjenvelopefundraiser


Faith Formation Has KICKED OFF! 

Jen Engel – Director of Faith Formation (Youth) 
 

Our fall leaves are LONG gone, and we find 
ourselves waiting and preparing for the 
seasons of "thanks" and "giving".   
 

We had a GREAT start to Faith Formation this year.  For the first two 
months, we were able to meet for ONE, in-person class with catechists 
and youth getting to know each other through activities, faith lessons 
and simple prayers.   

 

The Middle and High School classes also met a second time over 
ZOOM with their grade-level Catechist Teams for VIRTUAL YOUTH 
GROUP.  It is SO inspiring to welcome the youth and to work 
alongside such wonderful volunteers... 
 

With Covid numbers as they are, and 
the holidays approaching, Faith 
Formation will be moving to ALL 
VIRTUAL for the months of December 
and January. Catechists are preparing 
to Zoom meet with children and teens in all programs 2 times per 
month, continuing to follow each program’s set schedule.   
 

I am so GRATEFUL for the volunteers that are making this year happen 
for the youth!  They are taking on NEW roles in faith formation while 
remaining patient, flexible, faithful and FAITH-FILLED during this Covid 
adventure…it truly IS inspiring!  Here is our GREAT team: 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 
We are all looking forward to brighter days in 2021…KidsLITURGY for our youngest members 
(PreK-K) will begin as soon as we are able to do so safely, during Sunday morning Mass!  Have 
a wonderful Advent season as we WAIT in joyful hope for Jesus’ Light and Guidance… 

FF Grades 1-5 Team 
Nicole Langman  
& Monica Link 

Pat Litzkow  
& Deb Berends 

Katie Baier  
& Stella Kostuch 
Cassie Flackey  
& Ivy Wallen 

Karen & Karissa 
Brunner 

Linda Kostuch    
Erin Sullivan 

 
 

HS Team (Grade 9) 
Meagan Frank 

Tricia Heit 
Crystal Booth 
Brad Kupczak 

 
 
 
 

Confirmation (Grade 10) 
Ralph Haas 

Alice Heinzen 
Chuck Morning 
Megan Tanquist 
Cynthia Welch 

 

MS Team (Grades 6-8) 
Tera Ellison 
Jill Zydowski 

Tammy Christianson 
Shannon Evenson 

Tim Engel 
Tricia Sorensen 
Josh Hawbaker 

Patty Obermueller 



Income (2020) Expenses (2020) Net (2020) 2019 Income/Expenses/Net 

Cash Raffle 7,376.81 $2,135.44 $5,241.37 $6,619.19 

Quilt Raffle $1,267.45 $141.84 $1,125.61 $1,091.25 

Chicken Dinner $3,365.99 $976.21 $2,389.78 $1,519.64 (food and beverages) 

Sponsors/Donations $2,078.30 — $2,078.30 $1,835.00 

Family Baskets $896.26 — $896.26 $1,143.00 

Online Auction $4,228.52 $90.00 $4,138.52 $6,995.75 

TOTALS $19,213.33 $3,343.49 $15,869.84 $19,203.83 

Fall Festival 2020 by the numbers, and in 

comparison with 2019. THANK YOU    

volunteers, donors, sponsors and    

participants for making the 2020  

Virtual Festival a success! 

$2,045.00 (Games) 

$512.50 (Granny’s Attic) 

$963.51 (Harvest Market) 

$150.00 (Hockey) 

$362.00 (Pie Social) 

$500.00 (Special Raffle) 

$23,736.84 

$2,326.83 (tent, entertainment, etc) 

$15,869.84 $21,410.01 

Fall Festival Financials | StoutCatholic Update | PCCW 

Hello St. Joseph Parish families! Students and staff at 
StoutCatholic have been going with the flow, offering a 
combination of in person and virtual events these first 
few months of classes.  

UW-Stout is now virtual, so StoutCatholic has shifted to 
all virtual events as well. As we are not able to hold our 
usual fundraising events, we are reaching out to the      
parish and community for donations to enable us to  
continue our mission of inviting students at Stout into 
relationship with Jesus Christ and His Church. Giving can 
be done at https://stoutcatholic.org/give/. The students 
and staff at StoutCatholic appreciate your generosity and 
support, and we are thankful for your prayers! 

Reminder: There is NO 7:00 PM Sunday Mass until 
UW-Stout resumes in person learning. 

News For the Ladies: PCCW 
Parish Council of Catholic Women 

Our year is coming to an end, and is one to remember. As you 
all may wonder, the Cookie Walk scheduled for December will 
not happen this year, but we very much look forward to con-
tinuing the tradition in the future. 

The Diocesan Council of Catholic Women scheduled many 
Zoom meetings for our officers during October and      
November. The meetings focused on the role of each of our 
positions, and were very informative. If you wish to read more 
about the Council, the website is ldccw.org.  

In the new year, we will hopefully be able to schedule events 
again. If you wish to pay your annual dues of $10.00, you can 
mail them to our Treasurer, Rosie Burns, at 824 16th St. SE, 
Menomonie, WI 54751. Thank you! 

Until we can gather again, wishing you all a Blessed Advent 
and Christmas season. May Our Lady of Good Counsel guide 
us during these uncertain times. 

God bless you all, Rita Ulesich | PCCW President 

https://stoutcatholic.org/give/
http://ldccw.org


Stewardship | “The Love of Christ Compels Us” 2 Cor 5:14          

St. Joseph Parish & School Stewardship—How to Donate 
Thank you for supporting our parish with your financial 
contributions. Below are ways to make contributions to 
the parish. 
 
Cash or check: Please make sure to note what the                

donation is for; offertory, building fund or Moving                
Forward in Faith Capital Campaign (MFIFCC), etc. 
 
Stewardship envelopes through Our Sunday Visitor: You can 

choose monthly or weekly envelopes. Packets contain 
envelopes for offertory, building fund (not the same as 
capital campaign), holy days, and special collections.  
 
Direct payment: This can be set up to be deducted from 

your account on either the 1st or 15th of the month. A Di-
rect Payment form is available under the Stewardship 
tab at MenomonieCatholic.org. 
 
Credit card payments through PayPal: Can be made on our 

website at MenomonieCatholic.org.  
 
Payments through your Bank: You set them up to be 

mailed to the Parish Center. 
 

The parish does not incur fees when you make your           
contributions with cash or by check.  

 

We appreciate your support using whatever method is 
most convenient for your household. Contact Carol 

Stratton at the Parish Center with questions. 

Weekly Financial Report  
July 2020-June 2021 

 

Offertory Collection November 21-22, 2020 
Adult Envelopes Donations  $    3,752.50 
Weekly Goal    $  10,096.00 
Under Weekly Goal              ($    6,343.50) 
 

Year to Date Envelopes  $177,375.36 
Year to Date Goal   $201,920.00 
Under Goal               ($  34,640.64) 

 

Ways To Give: Contributions can be mailed to the 

Parish Center (910 Wilson Ave, Menomonie, WI 54751), 
dropped in the secure offertory bins at all church                  
entrances, or you can pay online by clicking the 
“Payment & Donations” tab on our parish website.  

Important: Make all checks payable to St. Joseph   

Parish. Please make sure your envelope OR check clearly 
states where to apply your donation. Three most common 
areas are: Offertory/Adult Envelope, Building Fund - Gold 
Envelope, Moving Forward in Faith Capital Campaign 

 

Thank you for your generous giving!  

   Diocesan Annual Appeal 
   October 2020-June 2021 
 

   Target    $68,935.00 
   Pledges Received  $26,245.00 
   Unpledged Amount  $42,690.00 
 

   121 households have pledged. 
    

   Thank you to everyone who has 
   pledged already! We appreciate 
   your support! 

 

 

 
Select “St Joseph Congregation” | Shop AmazonSmile 

 

St. Joe’s is part of the AmazonSmile program! Now when 
you shop Amazon, you can give to St. Joe’s at no cost to 
you!  
1. Bookmark smile.Amazon.com, or activate it in the  

Amazon Shopping app for iOS and Android devices.  
2. We are listed as St Joseph Congregation. Select us as 

your charitable partner, and shop!  
 

At Smile.Amazon.com you’ll find the same low prices, 
selection and convenience of Amazon.com, with the 
added benefit that AmazonSmile will donate 0.5% of 
your eligible purchases directly to St. Joe’s! 

 

 

Scrip makes GREAT holiday gifts! Get your Christmas 

shopping done now—check out the list of retailers at 

shopwithscrip.com and contact Mary Allison with your 

order (we keep some, but not all gift cards in stock). She 

will order from Great Lakes Scrip and contact you when 

your order is in—which takes around a week or less. Get 

your order in by December 10 to ensure it’s ready before 

Christmas. Thank you for your continued support of our 

Scrip program—fundraising for St. Joe’s while you shop! 



Parish Center | Pastoral Team | Councils         

C h e c k  O u t  
S t .  J o s e p h  S c h o o l  

Stay Current 
Visit our website MenomonieCatholic.org for Mass times, weekly bulletins, the parish and school calendar, and in-
formation about upcoming events. 
Watch Mass online on Facebook (search for St. Joseph Parish & School), or on our website MenomonieCatholic.org. 
We send a weekly Parish email with a link to the bulletin. Contact Emily Revak at the Parish Center to get on the 
list! 
Are you unable access the bulletin online? Do you know someone else what cannot access it online? Contact the 
Parish Center. We would love to mail you a weekly bulletin! 
 

Sacraments 
The next Baptism class for new parents will be Virtual on Wednesday, January 6, 2021 at 10:00 AM. Contact Pam 
Sirinek to register for the class (there is an evening option available), or to schedule a Baptism. 
Getting married, or would you like your marriage blessed? Contact Fr. Mano at least 6 months ahead of your              
wedding to set a date and begin preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage. 

Become a member of our church family! There are 
three ways you can register: 

1. Contact the Parish Center and we will send you a 
registration packet. 

2. Take a blue registration folder from the table as you 
exit the church and return it at your convenience 

3. Print out the forms on our parish website                              
MenomonieCatholic.org by clicking on “Join Our     
Parish” under the “Parish” tab.  

Contact Mary Allison at the Parish Center with                      
questions. 

    St. Joseph School serves 
    children 3 years old 
through 6th grade, and offers a Fair 
Share Tuition program. We are also 
a 4K Program site. For a tour of the 
school or more information,                 
contact Principal Nicole Shane. 

The Parish Pastoral Council is 
a consultative body to the 
pastor with elected and      
appointed members to help 
define, plan, prioritize, and 
carry out the mission of our 
parish.  
 

Pastoral Council Members 
Jason Horzewski Chairperson 
Kimberly Kozubovska 
Laura Knudsen 
Chuck Morning 
Tracy Morning  
Shirley Riedmann 
Maria Varsho 
Doug Weber 
Earl Wildenberg 
Mark Winterfeldt 
Linda Young 

The Parish Finance Council           
consists of appointed            
members who work with the 
pastor and act justly and           
prudently in the formation 
and administration of the 
parish’s financial policies, 
budget and long range           
planning. 
 
Finance Council Members 
Fr. Mano 
Larry Feiler 
John Heike 
Rebecca Kralewski 
Jeff Krumenauer Chairperson 
Liz Lammer 
Carol Stratton 
Earl Wildenberg 

Parish Center Open Mon-Fri 8:00 AM-4:00 PM-Please Call Ahead | Church Open Mon-Fri 7:00 AM-3:00 PM for Prayer 
Phone: 715.232.4922 | Fax: 715.232.4923 | After hours for Anointing of the Sick or emergencies call Fr. Mano 608.780.8237 

Mass: Sat 4:00 PM; Sun 8:30 & 10:15 AM; Tues-Thurs 12:00 PM; Fri 9:00 AM | Private Confession: Sat 3:00 PM screen side only  
Adoration (in the church): Tuesdays 8:00 AM-3:00 PM | Pastor: John S. Muthu Vijayan (Fr. Mano) 

Pastor: Fr. Mano, frmano78@gmail.com 
Principal: Nicole Shane, nicole.shane@menomoniecatholic.org 
Business Manager: Carol Stratton, carol.stratton@menomoniecatholic.org 
Receptionist & Outreach Ministry: Mary Allison, mary.allison@menomoniecatholic.org 
Publications & Recordkeeping: Emily Revak, emily.revak@menomoniecatholic.org 
Music & Liturgy: Beth Wacek, beth.wacek@menomoniecatholic.org 
Youth Faith Formation: Jen Engel, jen.engel@menomoniecatholic.org 
Parish Life Ministry: Pam Sirinek, pam.sirinek@menomoniecatholic.org 
Head Custodian/Maintenance: Wayne Koepke, wayne.koepke@menomoniecatholic.org 
Custodian: Troy Koranski, troy.koranski@menomoniecatholic.org 
Newman Campus Minister: Steven Rael-Flores, director@stoutcatholic.org  

mailto:frmano78@gmail.com
mailto:nicole.shane@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:carol.stratton@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:mary.allison@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:emily.revak@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:beth.wacek@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:jen.engel@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:pam.sirinek@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:wayne.koepke@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:troy.koranski@menomoniecatholic.org
mailto:director@stoutcatholic.org



