
ST. JOSEPH PARISH NEWSLETTER  

UPDATED GUIDELINES 
• We are no longer requiring reservations for 

any of the Masses. 
• Enter for weekend Mass at the Elevator              

Entrance to be seated by an usher. 
• Adoration every Tuesday from 8:00 AM-             

3:00 PM has moved to the Adoration Chapel. 
• We are only streaming the 4:00 PM Saturday 

Mass. 
• Both screen and face-to-face is available for 

private confession on Saturdays at 3:00 PM. 

SUMMER SCHEDULE 
Parish Center Summer Hours: 
Monday-Thursday 7:30 AM-4:30 PM 

Friday 7:30-11:30 AM 
 

Church Open: 
Monday-Friday 7:00 AM-3:00 PM 

 

Mass Schedule: 
Saturday 4:00 PM | Sunday 8:30 & 10:15 AM 

Tuesday & Wednesday 12:00 PM | Friday 9:00 AM 

Time for a Joke (BONUS Joke) 
 

Laughter is good for the body and the soul, so we’ve decided to include a joke in the           
bulletin and newsletter when we can. Since the online version of the newsletter doesn’t 

need return address information, here’s a BONUS joke from LPi’s Lighter Side. 



Summer 2021 | Message from Fr. Mano           
Have you ever heard anyone saying they do not like     
summer? Everyone looks for some nice warm weather, 
longer daylight and gardening. This warm weather makes 
everyone active and brisk. The advantages of the summer 
sunlight are free Vitamin D, extra fresh fruits and                       
vegetables, more opportunities for physical activity, more 
opportunities for sweating, more opportunities to walk 
barefoot, more opportunities for fresh air and an overall 
good feeling. The farmers make use of this time to                
support their family. Overall, summer makes everyone 
feel good physically and mentally. Which season makes 
you feel good spiritually? 
  
As we all love summer, we get busy with so many                   
activities we tend to forget the creator of this beautiful 
season. Mostly summer, many of the churches are              
empty. It is good to refresh our mind on vacation. But 
still, we need that spiritual nourishment to our soul. So 
even if you go on vacation, explore a church nearby and 
participate in the Mass. God would never cease to be 
with us, and we should be with Him too. 
  
Many of our children may be moving forward in their life 
journey. Some may be leaving home for the first time, 
some may be graduating from college, some may be 
moving to find a job. Please keep them all in your             
prayers. May God help them to make good decisions for 
their best future. 
 
I would like to thank all our volunteers who helped us for 
the weekend Masses during the pandemic. Thanks again 
for your sacrifice, time and talents for our parish. I also 
thank all of you for contributing towards our parish even 
during this pandemic. Thanks again for your generous 
contributions towards our Capital Campaign. We have 
one more year for our Capital Campaign. One of the            
remaining major projects is the church floor, pews and 
choir space. Our Buildings and Grounds Committee is 
working on this project and hopefully next year after 
Easter, we will have plans in place to begin this project. 
  
I hope you all have a great summer. Believe, pray and 
good things will happen!  

Every good and perfect gift  

is from above.  
James 1:17 

 

 

 

Hello St. Joseph Parish families!  
 

This spring semester has been a great combination of            
prayer, fun, and discipleship. Some of the highlights of the 
semester include a talk on relationships, Adoration, and 
praying the Stations of the Resurrection. Students also 
made tie blankets and hosted a canned food drive                    
benefiting Stepping Stones.  
 

Our favorite event of the semester was having a barbecue 
at Fr. Mano’s house. At our final Student Mass of the               
semester, we celebrated four StoutCatholic seniors who are 
graduating. 
 

Please continue to pray for us as we prepare for another 
amazing school year! And consider a gift to StoutCatholic, 
which exists to invite every student at UW-Stout into             
relationship with Jesus and the Catholic Church. Your gift 
enables us to make a difference in the lives of our students. 
Donate at StoutCatholic.org under the “GIVE” tab. Thank 
you for your generosity! God bless! 
 

Steven Rael-Flores | Newman Campus Minister 

Wednesday, June 30 
10 AM - 3 PM ۰ Charles Hall 

(Church Basement) 
 

St. Joe’s is hosting a blood drive in June. Call 1-800-RED CROSS         
(1-800-733-2767), or visit redcrossblood.org to schedule an             
appointment (search keyword stjoseph). Appointments and 

RapidPass are encouraged. 

Fr. Mano’s Email Has Changed 
Fr. Mano’s is now using a new email address. Update your 
contacts to fr.mano@menomoniecatholic.org. 

A Message from Pam Sirinek 
 

 
 
 

For everything a season. Gary, Meghan and I have               
decided that after many years of enjoying Birchwood as 
our home away from home, it is time to simply make it 
our home. 
 

With joy and sadness, I will be completing my season at 
St. Joseph Parish at the end of July.  Working and                 
worshiping here has been an awesome blessing, and I will 
sincerely miss all the beautiful people in this parish. 
Please pray for me and my family as we move into the 
next season of our lives. 

mailto:fr.mano@menomoniecatholic.org


Parish Council | Jason Horzewski, Chairperson Stewardship       

The St. Joseph Pastoral Council met virtually on Thursday, 
May 13. School Principal Nicole Shane attended to share 
news about the school. Parish families will receive a letter 
inviting them to consider enrolling their children at our 
parish school. She shared enrollment numbers for next 
year. Currently 6th grade has only 1 student enrolled for 
fall. After much discussion, the Pastoral Council along 
with the School Committee and Finance Council have  
decided that there will not be a 6th grade class next year. 
Mrs. Wyss will be teaching the 5th grade class. The             
Council has also been researching the Wisconsin Choice 
Program and the possibility of accepting Choice Vouchers 
at the school. The goal of providing the voucher program 
would be to give all parish families the opportunity to 
financially afford an education at St. Joe’s school. No              
decision has been made at this point. Nicole and                    
Fr. Mano also reported Move for Virtues has raised just 
over $12,500. Job postings for principal, 3K/4K preschool 
teacher, physical education teacher, and a cook/lunch 
program coordinator are on WECAN and Indeed. 
 

Jen Engel also attended the meeting and provided a year 
end wrap-up of the Faith Formation program. Three 
things that stood out to Jen this year were technology, 
new ways to reach out, and the fabulous group of                  
catechists. Jen appreciated the fun and interactive          
learning environment and thought the year went well 
given all the new challenges of the COVID pandemic. Jen 
also reported she is working on ways to reach out to           
parish families who did not participate in this year’s           
programs. Moving forward Jen is hoping to incorporate 
family catechism and family enrichment into Faith              
Formation, mentor and grow youth ministry leaders and 
put together a Faith Formation Committee. 
 

Moving Forward in Faith Campaign update: The Pastoral 
Council would like to say thank you to all the parishioners 
for continuing to send in pledges for our Moving Forward 
in Faith Campaign. Currently we have about $312,000 in 
our account and The Pastoral Council, along with the 
Buildings and Grounds Committee and Finance Council 
have decided to begin the main floor remodel of the 
church in April of 2022. This will allow adequate time for 
planning and ensure all funds are on hand for the project.  
Look for more information on this in the coming months. 
 

Carol Stratton reported from the Finance Council that 
this year’s budget looks good. We are slightly below 
budget on adult envelopes; however our parish did            
receive a generous donation to cover the remainder of 

our Diocesan Annual Appeal amount. The parish also           
received a generous donation to cover the cost of a new 
utility tractor  for lawn maintenance and snow removal. 
Thank you to those donors! At our next meeting, the          
Finance Council will present the Fiscal Year 2021-2022 
budget for approval. 
 

Fr. Mano reported discussions have begun regarding the 
Fall Festival in September, more information on the plan 
for September is on the back of this page. 
 

The Pastoral Council is going to be working on developing 
a long-range plan for the Parish in the coming months, 
more information to follow. 
 

The Pastoral Council’s next meeting is tentatively              
scheduled for Thursday, June 23. Feel free to reach out 
to Fr. Mano or Jason Horzewski with any questions. 
Please continue to pray for our Parish. 

Moving Forward in Faith  
Capital Campaign 

 

                     Cash Available:   $317,019.50 
 

THANK YOU for your continued support! 

Weekly Financial Report | July 2020-June 2021 
 

Offertory Collection May 29-30, 2021 
Adult Envelopes Donations  $    9,589.25 
Weekly Goal    $  10,096.00 
Under Weekly Goal   $        506.75 
 

Year to Date Envelopes  $446,880.58 
Year to Date Goal   $484,608.00 
Under Goal    $  37,727.42 
 

Plate     $        115.00 
 

Important Make all checks payable to St. Joseph Parish. 

Please make sure your envelope OR check clearly states where 
to apply your donation. 

Thank you for your generous giving!  

   Diocesan Annual Appeal 
   October 2020-June 2021 
    

   We have reached our 2020-21 
   Diocesan Annual Appeal Goal! 
   Thank you to the 208 households 
   that have pledged their support to 
   the Appeal! Payments for the  
   2020-21 Appeal must be post  
   marked by June 30, 2021. 



St. Joseph School News | Wishlist | Scrip         

Parish & School         Contact the parish center for 
       more information about an item, 
      or to donate toward the purchase 
     of an item. THANK YOU! 

 
 

School (2nd Grade, Miss Pechacek)  
3 iPads with cases ($320 each)   $960 
STEM Construction Creative Kids Flakes  $18 
LEGO Classic Bricks (1500 pieces)  $70 
Standard Privacy Shields (set of 12)  $44 
 

Faith Formation (Jen Engel) 

RETREAT Team Building Equipment:   
Co-op-er-mat     $81 
Human Ladder Set     $135 
Ball-Nett-O Set     $42 
Let It Fly Set     $98 
Katch a Basket     $58 
Cabin or Lake Home Use for  
 Youth or Catechist Retreats 

by Mrs. Shane 
 

We ended the 2020-21 school year with a Baccalaureate 
Mass for 6th Grade and a lunch for all students provided 
by the SJPTO. A huge thank you to all our teachers and 
staff this year! It has been a challenging year in many 
ways. We are blessed at St. Joe’s to have such wonderful 
people on our staff that care about our students and are 
always willing to go the extra step. Teachers, staff and 
families working together made this year a success—and 
enabled us to be in person for the entire year! 
 

As is always the case at this time of the year we say          
goodbye to some staff members. We wish Molly Cox, 
Brittany Heike, Al Stewart and Nicole Shane all of the 
best and thank them for being faithful leaders in our 
school. Mrs. Shane will be here through June, and Mr. 
Stewart will be here until the new Lunch Program                    
Coordinator is trained. 
 

Other changes are coming for the 2021-22 year. Due to 
low enrollment in 6th grade, and after much thought and 
discussion with the Parish Council, Finance Council and 
School Committee, it has been decided that there will 
not be a 6th grade at St. Joe’s next year. Emily Wyss will 
teach 5th grade. Ana Schuerstedt will move from 3K/4K 
and Physical Education to teach 1st Grade. We are hiring 
for School Principal, Physical Education, 3K/4K Preschool 
and Lunch Program Coordinator. 
 

Finally, THANK YOU to everyone who contributed to this 
year’s Move for Virtues. The students moved all day and 
had a blast, and with your help raised over $12,500! 

 

 

 
A kindergarten teacher was walking around observing 
her classroom while they were drawing pictures. When 
she got to one student who was working diligently, she 
asked what the drawing was. 
 

The student replied, “I’m drawing God.” 
 

The teacher paused and said, “But no one knows what 
God looks like.” 
 

Without looking up from her drawing, the student               
replied, “They will in a minute.”         

From LPi Lighter Side 

 

Shop With Scrip & the RaiseRight App! 
THANK YOU to everyone who has already downloaded 
the RaiseRight app for Scrip! Haven’t gotten the app yet? 
It’s easy: get it from the App Store or Google Play and use 
enrollment code 7CC434C99546. Shop for Scrip wherever 
you are! Many Scrip cards can now be downloaded right 
to your phone. Please note there is a fee per transaction 
with the app: bank account $0.15, credit card 2.6%. 

Download a St. Joe’s Scrip Form on the website. 
Thank you for purchasing Scrip! 

Cash Raffle & Quilt Raffle 

Grilled Chicken Dinner To Go 

Family Baskets 

 Online Silent & Service Auction 

FALL FESTIVAL Sunday, September 19 
Mark Your Calendar—More Details Coming! 



Faith Formation SUMMER EDITION 

Jen Engel – Director of Faith Formation (Youth)  
 

Summer is coming, and we want to be ready for all the ways that the SPIRIT 

will “stir us up” into the vibrant faith community that we are: 
 

Server REBOOT & Summer “Splash” 
Calling all youth CURRENTLY in grades 4–11! We are hosting a server refresher and/or training 
on Wednesday, July 14, from 4-8 PM. The purpose of the reboot is to train and review being a 
Mass Server at St. Joe’s. ANY interested 4th-11th grader is welcome and encouraged to attend!   
The plan… 

• Meet at the parish by 4 PM for the training (includes a pizza supper) 

• THEN…close the night out at the Menomonie Waterpark until 8 PM. Parents and siblings 
are welcome to join us beginning at 6:30 PM.   

Registration is required as we will be transporting our youth by BUS to the waterpark. Forms will 
be available on the parish website. We hope you will join in so we can restart serving in August. 

Student Action Leadership Team 
Student leaders from St. Joe’s will be gathering this summer for SALT events geared to build 

community as they work on personal faith and leadership skills. Students involved have been 

nominated by catechists as having strong character and witness to others. The goal is to engage 

these middle school teens in Christian leadership during programming next fall.     

SALT themes include…    Christian Leadership 101 (Teambuilding)  

Community Life (Outreach)  

Service & Mission (Day trip to the Cities)  
 

S U N D A Y S! In lieu of VBS, watch our summer bulletins, emails, and parish website 

for information about faith enrichment for the family! We will be PILOTING new options for our 

youth and families:    Stay & Play Sundays (grade level donuts & coffee at the playground) 

           Grab & Go Gospel Kits (Sunday bags for continued conversation at home)  

 
 

2021-22 Catechists! SOON our summer meeting/retreat schedule will be in 

place and emailed to you. We want to be WELL PREPARED as we welcome back all our youth and 

families this fall.    
 

Volunteers Needed:  Grade 4 catechist, Classroom assistants for grades K, 1, 2, 3, & 4, and 

Grade 9 Team. Please consider volunteering to “echo” the Gospel by planting the SEEDS of faith 

with our youth. Contact Jen Engel to volunteer and be part of our dynamic leadership team! 

(Sunday dismissal during Mass) 



 



Ministry Opportunities             

Everyone has unique gifts given by God. No gift is too small or insignificant. At St. Joe’s we have many opportunities to 
share your gifts with others. The Stewardship Sign Up Form on our website is full of great ministries, some of which 
have been paused during the pandemic. We have great hopes for the return of many ministries soon (Resurrection 
Choir, Handbells, Quilters, Funeral Luncheon Support, Mother of Teresa Ministry), along with new possibilities for 
sharing your talents and gifts with others (Craft Nights, Card Nights). We hope to have a Ministry Fair Sign-Up             
weekend in the fall, so please take a look at the list below and consider what sparks an interest for you!  
 

LITURGICAL MINISTRY OPPORTUNITIES Liturgical Ministers are lay people (not ordained) who are part of the 

preparation, celebration and clean-up for Mass. Training is provided.  
Sacristan: arrive early to set up before the Mass, and put things away after Mass 
Greeter before Mass: families or individuals welcome to participate 
Lead the Rosary: 3:30 PM Saturday or 8:00 AM Sunday in the church  
Screen Operator: run the slides that are projected during Mass 
Reader/Lector: open to high school students and older 
Eucharistic Minister, Cup Captain, Plate Captain: must be a Confirmed Catholic 
Usher: men, women and families welcome to participate 
Sanitizer: sanitize pews, doors, bathrooms, etc. after Mass 
Altar Server: open to 4th grade and older, training & refresher on July 14—contact Jen Engel to sign-up. 
Accompanist, Cantor, Instrumentalist: informal audition required 
Traditional Choir, Folk Choir, Children’s Choir (1st-6th grade), Youth Choir (7th-12th grade): no audition  
 

FAITH FORMATION (FF) VOLUNTEERS Contact Jen Engel with questions or to volunteer.  

Catechist (1st-5th) 
Classroom Assistant (1st-5th) 
Small Group Leader (Middle/High School) 
Support Team 
Snack, Craft, Activities 
 

PERSONAL FAITH ENRICHMENT  
Adoration Chapel: currently Tuesdays from 8:00 AM-3:00 PM in the Adoration Chapel 
Prayer Shawl Ministry: Wednesdays at 11:00 AM in the Parish Center conference room (knitters/crocheters of all skill 
levels welcome!) 
 

CARING FOR THE CHURCH BUILDING  
Plant Care/Gardening: water, tend and plant flowers in the beds outside the church; water flowers indoors 
Church Decorating: join the team to change out the décor for the liturgical days/seasons of the year 
 

PARISH COUNCILS & COMMITTEES  
Parish Pastoral Council: meets monthly during the school year—must be voted onto the board 
Knights of Columbus Monsignor Blecha Council 2055: open to all Catholic men 18 years and older 
Parish Council of Catholic Women (PCCW): open to all women of the parish 
 

WATCH THE BULLETIN AND WEBSITE FOR MINISTRY SIGN-UP DATES IN THE FALL! 



Parish Center | Pastoral Team | Pastoral & Finance Councils      

C h e c k  O u t  
S t .  J o s e p h  S c h o o l  

Stay Current 
Visit our website MenomonieCatholic.org for Mass times, weekly bulletins, the parish and school calendar, and           
information about upcoming events. We send a weekly Parish email with a link to the bulletin. Contact Emily Revak 
at the Parish Center to get on the list! 
Watch Saturday 4 PM Mass online on Facebook (search for St. Joseph Parish & School), or on our website. 
Sacraments 
The next Baptism class for new parents will be in September. Contact Pam Sirinek for information and to schedule a            
Baptism. 
Getting married, or would you like your marriage blessed? Contact Fr. Mano at least 6 months ahead of your              
wedding to set a date and begin preparation for the Sacrament of Marriage. 

    St. Joseph School serves 
    children 3 years old 
through 5th grade, and offers                
affordable tuition options. We are 
also a 4K Program site. For a tour of 
the school or more information,                 
contact the Parish Center. 

Parish Center Hours: Mon-Thurs 7:30 AM-4:30 PM, Friday 7:30 AM-11:30 AM| Church Open Mon-Fri 7:00 AM-3:00 PM 
Phone: 715.232.4922 | Fax: 715.232.4923 | After hours for Anointing of the Sick or emergencies call Fr. Mano 608.780.8237 

Mass: Sat 4:00 PM; Sun 8:30 & 10:15 AM; Tues-Wed 12:00 PM; Fri 9:00 AM | Pastor: John S. Muthu Vijayan (Fr. Mano) 
Private Confession: Sat 3:00 PM | Adoration (in the Adoration Chapel): Tuesdays 8:00 AM-3:00 PM 

Pastor: Fr. Mano, fr.mano@menomoniecatholic.org 
Principal: Nicole Shane, nicole.shane@menomoniecatholic.org 
Business Manager: Carol Stratton, carol.stratton@menomoniecatholic.org 
Receptionist & Outreach Ministry: Mary Allison, mary.allison@menomoniecatholic.org 
Publications & Recordkeeping: Emily Revak, emily.revak@menomoniecatholic.org 
Music & Liturgy: Beth Wacek, beth.wacek@menomoniecatholic.org 
Youth Faith Formation: Jen Engel, jen.engel@menomoniecatholic.org 
Parish Life Ministry: Pam Sirinek, pam.sirinek@menomoniecatholic.org 
Newman Campus Minister: Steven Rael-Flores, director@stoutcatholic.org  
Head Custodian/Maintenance: Wayne Koepke, wayne.koepke@menomoniecatholic.org 
Custodian: Troy Koranski, troy.koranski@menomoniecatholic.org 

 

All Faiths Welcome † Whole Child Development † Busing through Menomonie Transportation 
Affordable Tuition Options † Art, Music, Physical Education & Technology Classes 

FIND OUT WHAT A CATHOLIC SCHOOL EDUCATION HAS TO OFFER YOUR FAMILY! 
 For information or to set up a guided tour, contact Nicole Shane, Principal 

nicole.shane@menomoniecatholic.org 

3K (M/W or T/Th mornings, 8:30-11:00 AM)  
4K PROGRAM SITE (M-Th afternoons, 11:50 AM-3:10 PM) 

KINDERGARTEN – 5th GRADE (8:35 AM-3:10 PM) 
Before School Care Begins at 7:30 AM 

After School Care Available Until 5:30 PM 

  
St. Joe’s is WRISA accredited. Click on the school 
tab at MenomonieCatholic.org to watch a video 
about our school and for registration materials. 

910 Wilson Avenue | Menomonie, WI 54751 | 715.232.4920  
  

St. Joseph Catholic School | Faith, Knowledge, and Service since 1890 
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